June 8, 2013

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Last Church”
My concern today is for every one that I shepherd or will shepherd in the future. You are my brothers and sisters, but there are areas where I must risk your good will as I must fulfill the requirement that God places on me. In taking the pastoral position at Victory, I do not seek popularity. In exposing the things that can affect one’s eternal realities, I will not shrink from. There is one area that I can no longer keep silent. Please indulge me. I want to present three Biblical scenarios that were a type of “The Last Church.”
The first scenario is that the Exodus movement was a type of the last church? There are many similarities between these two movements.

God gave Israel manna for forty years in the wilderness, rather than a diet of flesh. Surely He would have given them a diet of flesh if it had been better for them. However a flesh diet has proven to be a foundation for disease. God wanted to show the world through ancient Israel, that eating a perfect diet was the only way to living a disease free life.

And God voiced His displeasure with Israel’s desire for flesh to eat. Let’s read it as we turn in our Bibles to Numbers 11:4-6, “And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, who shall give us flesh to eat?  We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic:  But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes.”  

Numbers 11:9, 10, “And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it.  Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the door of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased.”  
What were they weeping for? The fish and the flesh in Egypt.
Continuing in Num. 11: 18-20, “And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? For it was well with us in Egypt: therefore the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days;  But even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye have despised the LORD which is among you, and have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt?”  

Now move on to Num. 11:31-34, “And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's journey on the other side, round about the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth. And the people stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they gathered the quails: he that gathered least gathered ten homers: and they spread them all abroad for themselves round about the camp. And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD smote the people with a very great plague. And he called the name of that place Kibrothhattaavah: because there they buried the people that lusted.”
What does Egypt today represent to Seventh-day Adventists? It represents the world with all of its perversions in diet and lifestyle. If it moves, it seems that the world eats it. What has God called the Seventh-day Adventists out of? He called us out of modern Egypt, the world. What did God call His final church to? A healthy, flesh-free diet and lifestyle. Does he force anyone into a healthy diet and lifestyle? No. If we continue to eat a flesh diet, will God hear our prayer for healing when we get the very diseases He warned us about in the Testimony of Jesus?
In spite of all the warnings we in our Sabbath School lessons have studied regarding the danger of eating flesh foods, some of us act as though proper diet is something that can be corrected in time, but not just yet.

We read this in the Spirit of Prophecy:

“Greater reforms should be seen among the people who claim to be looking for the soon appearing of Christ. Health reform is to do among our people a work which it has not yet done. There are those who ought to be awake to the danger of meat eating, who are still eating the flesh of animals, thus endangering the physical, mental, and spiritual health. Many who are now only half converted on the question of meat eating will go from God's people to walk no more with them.”  {CD 382.1}

The stomach and the pocket-book are two areas that many professed Adventists have their biggest problems. Appetite caused our first parents to sin, and appetite will cause the loss of many in this generation.

Now let us turn to Psalm 106 where David wrote about the rebellious Israelites in their wilderness wanderings.

Psalm 106:13-15, “They soon forgot his works; they waited not for his counsel: But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert. And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.”

Are we rebellious today in the health message? Could our appetites bring leanness to our soul if we continue to lust for flesh?

Psalm 78:18-20, 27-31, “And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for their lust.  Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?  Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can he give bread also? can he provide flesh for his people?] 27 [ He rained flesh also upon them as dust, and feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea: And he let it fall in the midst of their camp, round about their habitations. So they did eat, and were well filled: for he gave them their own desire;  They were not estranged from their lust. But while their meat was yet in their mouths, The wrath of God came upon them, and slew the fattest of them, and smote down the chosen men of Israel.”  
It was because the Israelites allowed their appetites, the lust of their stomachs, to overrule reason based on God’s clear testimony.
Let’s check out what Paul said in the New Testament 1 Cor. 10:1-12: “Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  And did all eat the same spiritual meat;  And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.  But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.  Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.  Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”
The verses we just read take up this matter and make it the lesson book to the church of the very last days. Now if that is true, and it is, something must come into the message and experience of the last church which will draw its meaning from that experience of Israel.
It should ever be our resolve to be among those who will ever walk before God with a clean heart and life, and to follow all the instructions of God through the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy and make ourselves ready to enter the heavenly Caanan at the coming of the Lord. We should ever be more willing to do this, than to gratify the appetite.

Like smoking or like alcohol, flesh eating must be stopped completely and not gradually. To allow the discontinuance of flesh eating to take years is saying that your lust for flesh is the same as Israel of old and that your stomach rules your mind.

The Spirit of Prophecy says this in {T3 171, 172}. “Like ancient Israel they have disregarded the light and could see no more necessity of restricting their appetite than did ancient Israel. The children of Israel would have flesh meats and said, as many now say: We shall die without meat. God gave rebellious Israel flesh, but His curse was with it. Thousands of them died while the meat they desired was between their teeth. We have the example of ancient Israel and the warning for us not to do as they did. Their history of unbelief and rebellion is left on record as a special warning that we should not follow their example of murmuring at God's requirements. How can we pass on so indifferently, choosing our own course, following the sight of our own eyes, and departing further and further from God, as did the Hebrews? God cannot do great things for His people because of their hardness of heart and sinful unbelief.”  {3T 171.2}
And this statement also {9T 159, 160}
“We do not mark out any precise line to be followed in diet; but we do say that in countries where there are fruits, grains, and nuts in abundance, flesh food is not the right food for God's people. I have been instructed that flesh food has a tendency to animalize the nature, to rob men and women of that love and sympathy which they should feel for everyone, and to give the lower passions control over the higher powers of the being. If meat eating was ever healthful, it is not safe now. Cancers, tumors, and pulmonary diseases are largely caused by meat eating.  {9T 159.2}

     We are not to make the use of flesh food a test of fellowship, but we should consider the influence that professed believers who use flesh foods have over others. As God's messengers, shall we not say to the people: "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God"? 1 Corinthians 10:31. Shall we not bear a decided testimony against the indulgence of perverted appetite? Will any who are ministers of the gospel, proclaiming the most solemn truth ever given to mortals, set an example in returning to the fleshpots of Egypt? Will those who are supported by the tithe from God's storehouse permit themselves by self-indulgence to poison the life-giving current flowing through their veins? Will they disregard the light and warnings that God has given them? The health of the body is to be regarded as essential for growth in grace and the acquirement of an even temper. If the stomach is not properly cared for, the formation of an upright, moral character will be hindered. The brain and nerves are in sympathy with the stomach. Erroneous eating and drinking result in erroneous thinking and acting.  {9T 159.3}

     All are now being tested and proved. We have been baptized into Christ, and if we will act our part by separating from everything that would drag us down and make us what we ought not to be, there will be given us strength to grow up into Christ, who is our living head, and we shall see the salvation of God.”  {9T 160.1}

In this first scenario the experience of Ancient Israel is made our lesson book.

The second scenario is that John the Baptist was the forerunner of Christ’s first advent. Mat. 3:1-4 and Mark 1:6. He prepared the way for the coming of Christ in the province of Judea, and as such was a type of the movement which will prepare the whole world for the second advent of Christ. By the way, John was a vegan.
Some will argue that he couldn’t be a vegetarian since he ate locusts and wild honey. What he ate was the fruit of the pods from a locust tree called Ceratonia siliqua, commonly known as the carob tree and St John's bread. The old Greek Lexicon defines the word locust as either an insect or a pod from the locust tree.
{3T 61} “For years the Lord has been calling the attention of His people to health reform. This is one of the great branches of the work of preparation for the coming of the Son of man. John the Baptist went forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way of the Lord and to turn the people to the wisdom of the just. He was a representative of those living in these last days to which God has entrusted sacred truths to present before the people to prepare the way for the second appearing of Christ. John was a reformer. The angel Gabriel, direct from heaven, gave a discourse upon health reform to the father and mother of John. He said that he should not drink wine or strong drink, and that he should be filled with the Holy Ghost from his birth.”  {3T 61.3}

“John separated himself from friends and from the luxuries of life. The simplicity of his dress, a garment woven of camel's hair, was a standing rebuke to the extravagance and display of the Jewish priests, and of the people generally. His diet, purely vegetable, of locusts and wild honey, was a rebuke to the indulgence of appetite and the gluttony that everywhere prevailed. The prophet Malachi declares: "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers." Here the prophet describes the character of the work. Those who are to prepare the way for the second coming of Christ are represented by faithful Elijah, as John came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ's first advent. The great subject of reform is to be agitated, and the public mind is to be stirred. Temperance in all things is to be connected with the message, to turn the people of God from their idolatry, their gluttony, and their extravagance in dress and other things.”  {3T 62.1}

We read this from {DA 100} “John was to go forth as Jehovah's messenger, to bring to men the light of God. He must give a new direction to their thoughts. He must impress them with the holiness of God's requirements, and their need of His perfect righteousness. Such a messenger must be holy. He must be a temple for the indwelling Spirit of God. In order to fulfill his mission, he must have a sound physical constitution, and mental and spiritual strength. Therefore it would be necessary for him to control the appetites and passions. He must be able so to control all his powers that he could stand among men as unmoved by surrounding circumstances as the rocks and mountains of the wilderness.  {DA 100.3}

     In the time of John the Baptist, greed for riches, and the love of luxury and display had become widespread. Sensuous pleasures, feasting and drinking, were causing physical disease and degeneracy, benumbing the spiritual perceptions, and lessening the sensibility to sin. John was to stand as a reformer. By his abstemious life and plain dress he was to rebuke the excesses of his time. Hence the directions given to the parents of John,--a lesson of temperance by an angel from the throne of heaven.”  {DA 100.4}

John the Baptist was a representative of those to whom God has intrusted His last messages to the world. John’s plain living was a type of the plain living of those who will make ready for the second coming of Christ.

Now we will look at the third scenario which is diet reform in the sanctuary truth.


A study of Exodus, Leviticus and Hebrews discloses God’s instructions to Moses to make a tabernacle in the wilderness and establish a service therein, presided over by priests who offered sacrifices and performed various rounds of service, all of which were types of the service in the heavenly sanctuary where Christ presides since His death and ascension.
The earthly service ran in cycles of one year each. The daily service was performed in the first apartment also called the Holy Place. It represented Christ’s work as Priest-Mediator in the heavenly Holy Place, the work He took up at His ascension. 

The last day of the year was called the “Day of Atonement” and was performed by the high priest in the second apartment called the Most Holy Place. It represented when Christ as our High Priest moved into the heavenly Most Holy Place on October 22nd 1844 and began the work of judgment, starting the anti-typical Day of Atonement
During the earthly Day of Atonement, every person in Israel was to have a part in the final service or be cut off and destroyed from among the people. Lev. 23:23-32. The people had to afflict their souls because at the close of the day all were either absolved from sin or cut off. This means the case of every individual was investigated and a decision was rendered determining their standing in Israel.
The entire day in the earthly represented the period in the heavenly from 1844 till the close of probation.

Every case of every individual since 1844 has been judged or will soon come up in the judgment. 
In the earthly, a careful study of the record shows that there were four requirements the camp of Israel had to meet: 1. Do no work; 2. Meet at the Sanctuary; 3. Bring a sacrifice; and 4. afflict the soul. These four experiences secured the blotting out of sins and the retention of their names in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
The application applies to us in the anti-typical Day of Atonement in the following 4 areas: 1. As ancient Israel was to put aside working for one day, so we must not be overcharged with the cares of this life. Luke 21:34 says, “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, (that’s overeating) and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” Anything that hinders us from being hourly conscious, that we are being judged, must be put away. #2. As they gathered at the sanctuary in solemn convocation for one day because of the service being performed by the priest within, so we during the anti-typical Day of Judgment gather by faith at the heavenly sanctuary because of the judgment service our High Priest is performing there. As they lived one day a year at the sanctuary, so we live continually at the heavenly sanctuary by faith, conscious every moment that:
A.  We are in God’s presence;

B.  We are sinners;

C.  We are being judged;

D.  Jesus is pleading His blood in our behalf;

E. Angels present the record of our lives.

When this period closes, there will be no more repentance, confession, or forgiveness for the sinner, but only night, eternal oblivion. 

 #3. As ancient Israel was to bring a sacrifice as an expression and evidence of their acceptance of the coming death of Christ as their substitute, so today with us we are to embrace faith in the atoning work of Christ as our mediator in the judgment hour in the heavenly sanctuary, and to sacrificially spread a knowledge of the truth over the earth in this generation.

#4. They were to afflict their soul for one day. PP 355 says, “Every man was to afflict his soul while the work of atonement was going forward. All business was laid aside, and the whole congregation of Israel spent the day in solemn humiliation before God, with prayer, fasting, and deep searching of heart.”  {PP 355.4}
This is how every member of God’s last church should devote themselves to solemn humiliation, deep searching of heart, prayer and fasting. Fasting was a prominent part of the experience termed “affliction of soul.” What is meant by fasting according to Webster? One definition is to eat sparingly and only of a specified food. Another is a total period of abstinence from food.
The S.O.P. says this “For certain things, fasting and prayer are recommended and appropriate. In the hand of God they are a means of cleansing the heart and promoting a receptive frame of mind. We obtain answers to our prayers because we humble our souls before God.” {CD 187.6}

“The true fasting which should be recommended to all, is abstinence from every stimulating kind of food, and the proper use of wholesome, simple food, which God has provided in abundance. Men need to think less about what they shall eat and drink of temporal food, and much more in regard to the food from heaven, that will give tone and vitality to the whole religious experience.”  {CD 188.3}

My brothers and sisters, it does not matter what the church of former generations has been permitted to do; a higher standard has been set for us. Sometimes indulging church members try to hide behind the ancient permission to eat clean meats; but we have passed into a new day, the Day of Judgment and fasting, of a restricted diet, until we are assured of victory.

Ancient Israel said “All that the Lord has said, we will do.” They were empty words. When we repeat those words, “All that the Lord has said, we will do,” we must remember that the Spirit of Prophecy is the Testimony of Jesus and all that the Lord has said through His prophet, in addition to the Bible, is all that the Lord has said. 
The question is, “Will we do it?”

Let us pray …
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